The effect of peripheral nerve section on lectin binding in the superficial dorsal horn of the rat spinal cord.
The effect of peripheral nerve section on binding of the plant lectin soybean agglutinin (SBA) to the dorsal horn of the spinal cord has been investigated in the rat. Four, 15 and 43 days after unilateral sciatic nerve section no effect on SBA binding in the L4 segment of the spinal cord was apparent. However 90 days after nerve section a marked decline in SBA binding was observed. It is suggested that the long latency in effect on SBA binding may be due to the slow rate of utilisation of the SBA binding site.